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This publication is a guide to 
issues relating to inclusion 
and accessibility in houses 
of worship.  It is not intended 
to serve as an exhaustive 
technical source on 
accessibility or to provide 
legal advice regarding 
accessibility requirements, 
building codes, or federal, 
state, and local laws.  See the 
last page of the guide for 
notice of revised federal 
accessibility standards.
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Notice on New ADA Standards for Accessible Design, Issued by U.S. Department of 
Justice. 

This guide uses the accessibility standards in the Americans with Disabilities Act 
Accessibility Guidelines (ADAAG) and amendments. 

On July 26, 2010, the US Department of Justice issued new ADA Standards for 
Accessible Design, also referred to as the “2010 Standards.” 

Accessible Faith is now undergoing a revision that will reflect the 2010 Standards.  In the 
meantime, we provide the following information from the Department of Justice on when 
and how to use the new 2010 Standards: 

These standards, as adopted by the Department of Justice (DOJ) in September 2010, will 
take effect March 15, 2012 and replace DOJ’s original ADA standards. DOJ is allowing 
immediate use of the 2010 standards as an alternative to the original 1991 standards. 
DOJ’s standards apply to facilities covered by the ADA, including places of public 
accommodation, commercial facilities, and state and local government facilities. They do 
not apply to transportation facilities, including bus stops and rail stations, which are 
subject to similar standards issued by the Department of Transportation. 

Updated ADA regulations issued by DOJ implement these standards and provide 
important information on their use in new construction and alterations. DOJ's title II 
regulation addresses state and local government facilities and its title III regulation covers 
places of public accommodation and commercial facilities. Other sections of these 
regulations address program access (title II) and removal of barriers in existing facilities 
(title III). 

Supplementary Provisions to the Standards

These standards are consistent with the updated ADA guidelines issued by the Board in 
2004. However, DOJ’s revised title II regulation (§35.151) and title III regulation 
(§36.406) implement additional provisions concerning: 

 Social Service Center Establishments (access to beds and roll-in showers) 
 Housing at Places of Education (application of provisions for transient lodging 

and for residential facilities, and kitchen access and accessible circulation within 
units) 

 Assembly Areas (additional criteria for the location and dispersion of wheelchair 
spaces and companion seats in assembly areas, including stadium-style movie 
theaters) 

 Medical Care Facilities (dispersion of accessible patient bedrooms) 
 Residential Dwelling Units (coverage of dwelling units designed, constructed, or 

altered by state and local governments for sale to individuals) 

http://www.access-board.gov/ada-aba/final.cfm
http://www.ada.gov/regs2010/ADAregs2010.htm
http://www.access-board.gov/ada-aba/ada-standards-dot.cfm


 Detention and Correctional Facilities (enhanced scoping (3%) for accessible cells, 
dispersion, and coverage of altered cells) 

 Places of Lodging (application of scoping provisions to sites with multiple 
facilities, alterations, and exclusion of residential-only units) 

These supplementary requirements are noted below in Chapter 2 of the standards at 
sections 221 (Assembly Areas), 223 (Medical Care and Long-Term Care Facilities), 224 
(Transient Lodging Guest Rooms), 232 (Detention Facilities and Correctional Facilities), 
and 233 (Residential Facilities). 

Technical Assistance
For technical assistance on provisions of the standards as they apply in new construction 
and alterations contact: 

U.S. Access Board 
phone: (800) 872-2253 (voice) or (800) 993-2822 (TTY) 
email: ta@access-board.gov
fax: 202-272-0081 

Direct other questions on the standards or on DOJ’s regulations, including effective dates 
and requirements for existing facilities, to: 

 U.S. Department of Justice (www.ada.gov) at (800) 514-0301 (voice) or (800) 
      514-0383 (TTY), or the 

 National Network of ADA Centers (www.adata.org) at (800) 949-4232 (voice 
      /TTY). 

http://www.access-board.gov/ada-aba/ada-standards-doj.cfm

http://www.access-board.gov/ada-aba/ada-standards-doj.cfm
http://www.adata.org
http://www.ada.gov
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